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SICK MAN ON 'DO NOT BOARD' LIST FLIES FROM PHILLY

January 10, 2010 CBS3 reported: “The Centers for Disease Control said a passenger with tuberculosis has been detained after boarding a

flight from Philadelphia to San Francisco despite being on a "do-not-board" list.  CDC officials said the passenger was detained and taken

to a local hospital after a U.S. Airways flight arrived in San Francisco Saturday night.

The unidentified male passenger was apparently placed on a do-not-board list submitted to the TSA and CDC on January 8, 2010. Investi-

gators are trying to determine how the noticeably ill man made it through security checkpoints and onto the flight.

Travelers at Philadelphia International Airport want to know how a man who was on the "no board list" was able to clear security and get

on the plane. 

CDC officials said the risk to other passengers aboard the plane with the man for the six-and-a-half-hour flight was low, because the flight

was less than eight hours.”...”

CHINA SAYS MISSILE INTERCEPTION TEST SUCCESSFUL

January 12, 2010 VOANews.com reported: “China says it has successfully carried out a test of military technology to shoot down missiles

in mid-air. The news comes in the wake of tensions between Beijing and Washington because of American missile sales to Taiwan, an

island China considers part of its territory. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Jiang Yu Tuesday told reporters her country's test of emerging military technology was successful.

Jiang says Monday's test of "ground-based, mid-course missile intercepting technology" had what she describes as "the expected result."

There have been few details about the test.  But the Chinese spokeswoman says it has not left any debris in space orbit and does not

constitute a threat to the security of other spacecraft.  She emphasizes that the anti-missile test is in line with what she calls China's path of

peaceful development and is not targeted at any country.”...” 

TENS OF THOUSANDS FEARED DEAD IN HAITI QUAKE 

January 14, 2010 Reuters reported: “Traumatized Haitians slept out in parks and streets on Thursday, fearing aftershocks to the

catastrophic earthquake that flattened homes and government buildings and buried countless people.  Tens of thousands of people were

feared dead and many were believed to be still trapped alive in the rubble of the major 7.0 magnitude quake that

hit Haiti's capital on Tuesday. 

There were no signs of organized operations to rescue those trapped in debris or remove bodies and doctors in

Haiti, the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, were ill-equipped to treat the injured.  

Survivors feared returning to their precarious homes and slept in open areas where groups of women sang

traditional religious songs in the dark and prayed for the dead.  "They sing because they want God to do

something. They want God to help them. We all do," said Hotel Villa Creole employee Dermene Duma, who lost four relatives. 

Foreigners slept around the hotel's pool and scores of injured Haitians lay outside the damaged hotel.  Tens of thousands wandered dazed

and sobbing in the chaotic, broken streets of Port-au-Prince the day after the earthquake, hoping desperately for assistance.  Bodies were

visible all around the hilly city: under rubble, lying beside roads, being loaded into trucks. Scattered bodies were laid out on sidewalks,

wrapped neatly in sheets and blankets. Voices cried out from the rubble. 

As aftershocks continued to shake the devastated capital, Port-au-Prince, residents tried to rescue people trapped under rubble, clawing at

chunks of concrete with bare hands. Men with sledgehammers battered at slabs of debris in collapsed buildings searching for survivors. 

One young man yelled at reporters in English: "Too many people are dying. We need international help ... no emergency, no food, no

phone, no water, no nothing." 

Asked by a CNN reporter how many people had died, Haitian President Rene Preval replied, "I don't know ... up to now, I heard 50,000 ...

30,000." He did not say where the estimates came from. 

The United Nations, whose five-story headquarters in Port-au-Prince was destroyed, said at least 16 members of its 9,000-strong

peacekeeping mission, including 11 Brazilian soldiers, had been killed. Preval said mission chief Hedi Annabi was dead but the world body

could not confirm that. 

Haiti's white presidential palace lay in ruins, its domes fallen on top of flattened walls. Preval and his wife were not inside when the quake

hit.  Preval called the damage "unimaginable" and described stepping over dead bodies and hearing the cries of those trapped in the

collapsed Parliament building, where the Senate president was among those pinned down by debris.”...”



EXPERTS SAY CURB US DEBT OR SUFFER A DOLLAR CRISIS 

January 13, 2010 Reuters reported: “The United States must soon raise taxes or cut government spending to curb its debt, and failure to act

will risk a crippling dollar crisis as investor confidence ebbs, a panel of experts said on Wednesday. 

"It has got to be done. It will be done some day. It may be done with enormous pain. Or it may be done more rationally," said Rudolph

Penner, a former head of the nonpartisan Congressional Budget office who co-chaired the 24-strong Committee on the Fiscal Future of the

United States. 

President Barack Obama's administration will present his budget for fiscal 2011 early next month amid intense pressure to live up to

election campaign promises not to raise taxes on middle class Americans, while confronting a record deficit. 

As a result, Obama is expected to focus on long-term fiscal discipline, while maintaining policy support for an economic recovery in the

near-term as the country rebuilds after its worst recession since the Great Depression.”... 

The national debt has risen above 50 percent of GDP (gross domestic product) from 40 percent two years ago, and within 20 years will

blow past a previous record above 100 percent of GDP set after World War Two without stern official steps. 

Mounting debt could sap investor confidence in the economy, and the nation's ability to honor its obligations, pushing up interest rates and

causing a steep fall in the value of the dollar as international creditors seek safer returns elsewhere.”...”

DUTCH LAWMAKER FAILS TO AVOID HATE SPEECH CHARGES

January 13, 2010 The Associated Press reported: “Dutch lawmaker Geert Wilders failed Wednesday in his bid to have judges drop or

reduce charges of criminal incitement against him, despite arguing that his anti-Islam message falls within the boundaries of freedom of

speech.  In a late-night decision, Amsterdam District Court said Wilders had presented no new evidence...”...

Wilders, one of the country's most popular politicians, is due to go on trial in March for allegedly insulting Muslims as a group

and inciting hatred and discrimination against them.”...

Charges against Wilders stem from his 2008 short film "Fitna," which offended many Muslims by juxtaposing Quranic verses

with images of terrorism by Islamic radicals.  He also has called for banning the Quran in the Netherlands, closing borders to

immigrants, and taxing clothing commonly worn by Muslims, such as headscarves, because they "pollute" the Dutch

landscape.”...

If convicted, Wilders would face a maximum sentence of two years in prison, though a fine of up to euro18,500 ($26,800) is

more likely. He could theoretically keep his seat in parliament.

Muslims make up about six percent of the Dutch population, after a wave of immigration in the 1980s and 1990s, and immigration-related

issues have dominated Dutch politics since the turn of the century.”...”

EU REPORT SLAMS GREECE OVER FALSE STATISTICS

January 13, 2010 The Euobserver reported: “A report published by the European Commission on Tuesday (12 January) has condemned

Greece for falsifying its data on public finances.  Written up at the behest of EU finance ministers, the document talks of "deliberate

misreporting of figures by the Greek authorities in 2009."

The country's newly elected Socialist government upwardly revised its 2009 deficit forecast last October from 3.7 to 12.5 percent, a

considerable change that prompted credit rating downgrades and outrage in other EU member states. 

"Revisions of this magnitude in the estimated past government deficit ratios have been extremely rare in other EU member states, but have

taken place for Greece on several occasions," said the report.  The document continues that the Greek data is so unreliable that actual debt

and deficit figures could be even higher than the revised forecast. 

In a damning paragraph, the commission says: "poor co-operation and lack of clear responsibilities between several Greek institutions and

services? ...ambiguous empowerment of officials, absence of written instruction and documentation, which leave the quality of fiscal

statistics subject to political pressures and electoral cycles".”...

Some analysts say the country's debt level, currently at 113 percent of gross domestic product and set to rise further, poses a major problem

for Athens and could threaten the stability of the euro due to spillover effects into other member countries and market jitters.”...”

ANTI-U.S. RIOTING IN AFGHAN TOWN

January 13, 2010   SpaceWar.com reported: “Anti-American violence eased Wednesday in the southern Afghanistan town of Darvishan,

where the Taliban fanned demonstrations following rumors of desecration of the Koran in a U.S.-led operation.  

U.S. military officials said there was no truth to rumors that the Islamic holy book had been mistreated, but protests had turned deadly

before U.S. and Afghan officials met with community and tribal elders to diffuse tensions and security forces discouraged potential

demonstrators from entering the town. 

Six Afghan civilians were killed about 20 miles south of Darvishan when a large group of villagers heading for the Garmsir District center

failed to heed repeated warnings to turn back and tried to force their way through a military checkpoint, U.S. Marine officers said.”...”
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